

















4.1.3 EDUCATION

4.1.3.1 Instructor, PEC or Membership, each session 10

4.1.3.2 Asst, Instructor, each session

4.1.3.3 Course Supervisor, each session 5

4.1.3.4 Class Assistant, each session 2

4.1.3.5 Preparation of training aids, each session 5
(NOTE - Each session is interpreted as instruction for
,one night.)

4.1.4 MEMBERSHIP TRAINING

4.1.4.1 Specialty Course, year passed 25
4.1.4.2 Courtesy Examiners, qualifying or requalifying5
4.1.4.3 Instructor, qualifying or requalifying 5
4.1.4.4 Coast Guard Institute Correspondence

Courses, year pased 10

4.1.5 OPERATIONS
4.1.5.1 SAR, under orders facility owner 10

4.1.5.2 Regatta Patrol, under orders,

facility owner 10
4153 SafetI\; or Regatta Patrol or Support Missions
reported to the Director via monthly

Flotilla activity reports 5
4.1.5.4. Crew Member, any of above patrols 2
4.1.5.5 Assists reported on CG-3937 10
4.1.5.6 Participation in agproved Marine Parades,
facility owner, approved by auxiliary 5
4.1.5.7 Offer of Use, bona fide 2
4.1.5.8 Radio Station, Facility, participation in

regular drills 5

4.1.5.9 Vessel Facility, radio equipped with CG call
sign, participation in regular drill
4.1.5.10 Chart Correction Reported to Coast and

Geodetic Survey 5
4.1.6 PUBLIC RELATIONS
4.1.6.1 Manning exhibits, per day 5
4.1.6.2 Radio and Television appearances 5
4.1.6.3 Civic, Service Organizations, parades or
other public functions, appearances 5

4.1.6.4 Articles or photographs submitted to
Topsides, Navigator or

Flotilla publications. 3
4.1.7 SOCIAL
Winter Conference, attendance at 1

Summer Rendezvous, attendance at
Division Change of Watch, attendance at
Flotilla Change of Watch, attendance at

(SR Y]

5.0 DURATION

This list of awards and qualifications for awards will
remain in effect until changed by a majority vote of the
District Board.
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2.2

23

24

25

2.6

2.7

2.8

ber of the current year.

2.1.3 PAST COMMODORES PLAQUE (BRONZE) -
Awarded to the Flotilla with the third highest number of
points as determined by the Point System. Computation
will be based on the period 1 January to 31 December of
the current year.

DISTRICT BOARD PLAQUE - Awarded to the Flotilla
amassing the highest point score per member in the com-
Fetition for the Past Commodores Trophty. Membership
igures will be taken from official roster effective 1 Janu-
ary of the year of the competition.
MEMBERSHIP AWARD
Awarded to the Flotilla showing the greatest growth or
increased membership (exclusive of transfers). Compu-
tation will be based on the official roster of 1 January of
the year of competition and official roster 1 January of
following year.
COURTESY MOTORBOAT EXAMINATION AWARD -
A plaque or trophy to be awarded to the Flotilla receiving
the largest numger of examinations (Includes passing and
failing examinations but not facility inspections) based
upon the period 1 November of previous year to 31 Octo-
ber of current year.

WILLIAM ROSS MacDONALD AWARD - A plaque or
trophy to be awarded to the Flotilla accumulating the
greatest number of points in the competition for the Past
Commodores Courses. Computation to be based on the
period 1 January to 31 December of the current year.

TRAINING DISPLAY AWARDS - A permanent plaque or
plaques to be awarded to the best training display or any
appropriate display at the Annual District Conference, as
judged by an impartial committee appointed by the Dis-
trict Commodore as follows:

2.6.1 - An award to the display that can be constructed
with materials costing $50.00 or less.

2.6.2 - An award to the display that can be constructed
with materials costing over $50.00.

NATIONAL SAFE BOATING AWARD - A permanent
plaque or trophy awarded to the Flotilla presenting the
most outstanding program during National Safe Boating
Week, selection of the winning Flotilla to be made by the
District NSBW Committee, based on the reports sub-
mitted to the Committee prior to 15 September of the
current year.

PUBLIC RELATIONS AWARD - A plaque or trophy
awarded to the Flotilla who does the most outstan(fing
job on publicity throughout the current year, selection to
Le made by a disinterested outside agency selected by the
Awards Committee, and based on a scrap book submitted

to the Awards Committee no later than 1 December of

the year for which the award is sought.
2.9 OPERATIONS AWARDS
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YES| NO DECLARATION (Check appropriate box and/or complete. Do NOT leave blank) -

ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY, 1TS SUBDIVISIONS, SUBSIDIARIES OR AFFILIATES, OR
OF OF ANY ORGANIZATION THAT ADVOCATES THE OVERTHROW OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES BY FORCE OR VIOLENCE?

IF ANSWER TO ABOVE DECLARATION 15 'YES,f GIVE DETAILS HERE

PLEDGE (Read pledge.- and check all statements carefully before dating and signing this application)

! PLEDGE MYSELF TO SUPPORT THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY AND ITS PURPOSES, AND TO ABIDE BY ITS MANUAL

(CG-305).

| CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING STATEMENTS .ARE TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF, AND THAT IT
HAS BEEN EXPLAINED TO ME THAT | HAVE ONE YEAR FROM THE DATE OF ACCEPTANCE OF THIS APPLICATION TO SATISFACTORILY
COMPLETE THE STANDARD QUALIFICATION EXAMINATION IN ORDER TO BECOME A REGULAR.MEMBER

DATE

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT

SECTION 11 - FLOTILLA RECOMMENDATION (To be completed by Flotilla Officer)

APPLICANT FOR MEMBERSHIP IS (Check appropriate box)

FLOTILLA NO. DIVISION NQ. |DISTRICT

ACCEPTABLE

NOT ACCEPTABLE (Give reason in Remarkas, below)

REMARKS

ATTACHMENTS (Check and/or complete)

€6-3593

CG-2736A OTHER (If no attachments, so state)

€6-2736

C6-27368

DATE FORWARDED TO DIRECTOR

SIGNATURE OF CHAIRMAN, MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE SIGNATURE OF FLOTILLA COMMANDER

PREVIOUS EDITION MAY BE USED

TESTIMONIAL FOR
JOHANSEN AND MC COY

ALMOST FIFTY AUXILIARIST’S BRAVED
ICY, HAZARDOUS ROADS on January 1970 to at-
tend a Testimonial Dinner for immediate past District
Commodore John E. Johansen and Assistant Director
Lt. J.G. Allen H. McCoy at “The Pub” Restaurant, in
Pennsauken, New Jersey.

COMMODORE JOHANSEN has been an Auxiliarist
since 1943 and has probably served more time in dis-
trict flag grade than anyone in the country. He has
served four years as Rear Commodore, four years as
Vice Commodore and two years as District Com-
modore. As the immediate past District Commodore
his duties will continue, he is responsible for Divisions
IT and VL

The Testimonial Dinner was also a BON—VOYAGE
PARTY FOR LT. J.G. ALLEN MC COY, who left for
Boston to be separated from the service on 26 Jan.
1970. For a young man, Lt. McCoy has an extensive
nautical background, he started as a deck hand
aboard a Barkentine Square Rigger. Lt McCoy as a
deckhand on a 85 foot power boat out of Honolulu,
as a crew member of a 63 foot Schooner out of
Mystic Seaport, and served aboard a research vessel
for the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute. He also
captained a 47 foot Huckins yacht out of New York.

IMMEDIATELY AFTER SEPARATION FROM
THE SERVICE* MC COY WAS PLANNING ON
TAKING A SKIING VACATION IN EUROPE. (HAY
His eventual plan is to join a travel agency, special-
izing in group travel arrangements.

Commodore Harold Haney presented John Johan-
sen with a clock radio and L.t. McCoy with a pair of
binoculars. The Pub Restaurant served a delicious
meal in a medieval setting. Retired Captain of the
Port, G. L. Oakley, along with the present Command-
ing Officer of Gloucester Base, Capt. H. A. Campbell
U.S.C.G. joined everyone in wishing both men con-
tinued success. .

*GALLEY GOSSIP !!

SPRING

By the time this issue reaches your mailbox spring
will be with us and the start of the boating season so
here is some of my poetry that’s timely.

The purest joys that boating brings

are found in just the little things.

Sanding, scraping, and swearing

while the sun beats down and keeps a wearin’
Or the boats takin’ water and got to be bailed
all because some little gadget failed.

Or a fouled up engine the Captain’s a cussin’
the kids and guest all a fussin’

Or the winds a howlin’ and the waters rough
so without a ride gather up your stuff,
These joys dear friend you can know

When in sprintime to your boat you go.

DCO STEW

I g nd a nrofession I guess. Perhaps pro
fessional ethics sh .ot include my spying on the
District Commodore Haney’s dinner table. However
my informant tells me that his favorite meal on the
boat is beef stew.,

You can call me nosey for checking and digging ou
this information, but I want MY skipper to eat as wel
as the big shots do. My info does not include the
details on how Thelma Haney prepares HIS beef stew
in HER galley but here is how it could be dressed up:

Add a can of Golden Mushroom soup to the can of
beef stew.

Or make onion gravy from a pack of Onion soup
mix and add the can of beef stew to the gravy and
simmer 10 minutes.

Or saute one-half cup of onions in butter until ten-
der, add one-quarter cupt of pickle relish and a can of
beef stew.

Happy stewing, Thelma.

QUIZ

One of the smoothest Auxiliary instructors I've ever
seen up front in action is NORRIS H. WHISLER the
Membership Training Officer for Division V. His
specialty in the BQ Course is plotting. Every now and
then he comes up with something to make your head
hurt and here is his latest:

A man rows upstream for one hour, then jumps
overboard and swims back down stream to his start-
ing point allowing his boat, meanwhile, to drift back.
He can row twice as fast as he can swim. How much
time could he have saved by rowing back instead of
swimming?

I don’t know why “Whis” would come up with a
quiz concerning a row boat when he runs around in a
BIG cruiser.Oh yes, he has a dingy behind! The answer
is 42 minutes, eh?

CACKLE BERRIES

It never occurred to me till recently that people
other than we Lancaster County Pennsylvania Dutch-
men are not familiar with red beet eggs. A familiar
snack in our area called cackle berries and are always
on the back bar of the local bistros and other dispen-
saries of attitude adjustment.

If you have hard boiled eggs left over from Easter
try this:

1-16 oz. can red beets, cup of sugar, one-half cup
vinegar, 6 to 9 hard boiled eggs.

Mix vinegar and sugar in saucepan. Drain juice from
red beets and add to vinegar sugar mixture and heat




to boiling stirring so sugar dissolves. Peel eggs and
put in bowl with red beets. Pour liquid mixture over
sggs and red beets—let stand 2 or 3 hours before
serving.

To color eggs an old-fashioned way. Use the outside
brown peel from onions. Place egr i~ h~ttom of
sauce pan. Put onion peels over the :nough
water to cover. Bring to a boil anc to 15
minutes. Remove from heat and let eggs cool in the
onion skin and water.

TIP: if UNCOLORED, hard boiled eggs get mixed
1p with the fresh eggs, here is an old trick to deter-
mine the fresh from the cooked. Spin a hard boiled
sgg and it will twirl on its end like a top, but a fresh
zgg will not.

DISCOUNT

If GALLUP can do it so can I. My polling has been
to find out HOW MANY MEMBERS OF THE AUX-
[LIARY ARE AWARE OF THE FACT THAT THEY
CAN GET A DISCOUNT ON THEIR MARINE IN-
SURANCE PREMIUM.

I asked ten members at the Winter Conference shin-
lig and since eight were not in the know I sharpened
up my pencil and figure THAT 80% OF OUR MEM-
BERS ARE PAYING TOO MUCH FOR INSUR-
ANCE ON THEIR PRIDE AND JOY.

So here’s the punch line—Check with your insur-
ance agent or broker and clue him in on the fact that
you are a member of the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.
2ersonally, we get 5%, but we have heard of discounts
1p to 15%. Give your Legal Tender loving care. .. it’s
‘he amount on your check that counts. This Insur-
ince discout bit could be used as a selling point in our
speil for new members.

HOBBY

Have you ever been driving down the road and seen
1 dead tree hanging full of odd shape glass jars or
rottles? Perhaps the bottles or jars were lined up on a
‘ence or window sill. No doubt you thought the per-
jon living there had flipped his lid.

Well, in case you don’t know these bottles were
yeing SUNTINTED into shades of lavender, purple,
imber, etc. If you have some attractively shaped glass
yottles start this fun hobby by setting them in the
un and watch them color.

The older bottles color more quickly than the new
mes becamse they have more magnesium within their
:omposition and this is a long process. Once colored
'ou can use them for flowers, ivy or as decoration.
t’s an interesting hobby that will not rob you of
rour boating time.

SORE FOOT

The Membership Growth & Retention Officer for
flotilla 52, TONY BLACK, is always good for a story
vith a chuckle; and here is one that can be told at the
linner table: A lady with a sore foot was vacationing

at the seashore for the first time in her life. She was
advised that while at the seashore it would be a good
time to soak the sore foot in a bucket of seawater. So
down to the beach she went with her lit : bucket
and after consulting the lifeguard about the price of
the water he filled it for her without charge. She was
happy with the situation, tipped the liefguard a quar-
ter, and in the ensuing days repeated giving a tip each
time the liefguard filled her bucket. Finally one day
she went down to the beach and was astonished to
notice how much the water’s edge had receded, it
then being low tide. “By golly,” she said to the life-
guard, “you sure have been doing a lot of business
since I was here last!”

(ED’S NOTE: Gad dang it, Mom, that’s one that rates
you a hooper dooley pint, or is it point).

INVOCATION

The word should be spread that there is a certain
Division Vice Captain who is about to retire and is
gathering information for a book he intends to write
on “Qdd-Balls I Have Known.”

Since I would rather not be known as an odd-ball,
I’d like to say something nice about “HUNGRY,
DUTCH ELWOOD MANAHAN.” ‘

Did you notice that fast foot-work? Many times he
gives the Invocation and here is one of his that you
might like.

Almighty God, Grand Navigator of the Universe,
and Creator of all things that are fine and good, we
would ask thy blessing as we meet together once
more to conduct the affairs of the United States
Coast Guard Auxiliary.

We give thee thanks for the many blessings be-
stowed upon us in the past, and as thou has seen fit
to grant safe passage to each of the members here
tonight, we would ask thy continued guidance as they
leave this meeting and depart to homes afar.

Be with all members of our organization, and so
guide them and direct them in their daily lives that
they might continually project a better image of the
Auxiliary, of the United States, and of all mankind.
In the name of Thy Son, we pray. Amen.

THE REAL MCCOY
I must tell one on our popular and erstwhile Past
Acting Asst. Director, Allen H. McCoy. . : though a
nautical dish was a mermaid!
(ED’S NOTE: He would, he is skiing at the
moment.)
Love Boating

Esther M. Snyder
128 Manor Ave.,
Millersville, Pa. 17531

Continued from page 6
4. DISCUSSION.

a. When a facility suffers damage to its hull,
machinery, or equipment, the circumstances sur-
rounding this loss must be documented. A Coast
Guard investigation will be convened to inquire into
the situation under normal conditions. This Board
may be waived when ALL the following circum-
stances exist:

(1) The damage is such as would normally be ex-
pected for the operation;

(2) Expense is less than $500.00;

(3) Coast Guard responsibility is clear and there is
no third party involvement;

(4) There is no evidence of negligence on the part
of the Auxiliary owner or operator.

5. ACTION

a. When making a claim, the Auxiliarist must exe-
cute and attach the following certification:

“The damages or loss for which reimbursement is
claimed was occasioned by reason of the use of the
{name and number of facility and such other identifi-
cation found necessary), U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary,
during period to by the
U.S. Coast Guard. Fair market value of the facility or
equipment is $ , as indicated on Form
CG-2746."

(Signature of owner)

(date)

b. A determination must be made in each case that
the owner/operator had received official orders issued
by competent authority; had executed an “‘offer of
use,” Form CG-2746, and same was on file with the
director of Auxiliary; the facility had been currently
inspected, and had been operated within the scope of
official orders.

c. In support of a claim for facility damage which
has been, or can be economically repaired, the claim-
ant should submit at least two itemized signed state-
ments, or estimates by reliable disinterested concerns.
If payment has already been made, itemized signed
receipts should be submitted evidencing payment.

d. The District Commander may approve claims not
in excess of $2500.00.

e. All claims in excess of $2500.00 must be referred
to Commandant (L) with supporting documents.

f. All cases in which the District Commander deter-
mines that negligence is involved on the part of the
Auxiliary owner or operator are to be forwarded to
the Commandant (L) for approval.

W. J. Smith
Commandant
U. S. Coast Guard

FACITITY AND OPERATIONAL FACILITY

EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS

We would like to outline the equipment require-
ments for both the operational and standard facilities
for our District as noted in Section VI of the
Auxiliary Vessel Inspection Report, CG-2736.

Amendment No. 1 of CG-305 introduced, among
other things, the term ‘“Auxiliary Operational Fac-
ility”. The Operational Facility is a vessel facility
which the owner has offered for the use of the Coast
Guard and one which possesses and maintaines in
good operational condition, additional items of e-
quipment as established by the District Commander.
Operational Facilities will be awarded the regular
Facility Decal CG-2909B, and will have the authority
to fly the coveted Auxiliary Operational Unit Pen-
nant. Those facilities which qualify will be considered
part of the Auxiliary‘'s “ELITE FLEET”. Only
operational facilities will be issued official patrol
orders.

All Auxiliary facilities must meet the requirments
set forth in Sections IV and V of the Auxiliary Vessel
Facility Inspection Report, CG-2736. DIRAUX
MEMO No. 7-70 lists the required items according to
the type of facility and class of vessel.

The examination of a facility if to be carried out in
accordance with the procedures outlined in CG-289
and according to the equipment standards set forth in
DIRAUX MEMO No. 7-70. For a facility Decal
(CG-2909A) to be issued, the facility inspection
report (CG-2736) must be signed by the owner and
the examiner and must beendorsed by the Flotilla
Commander.In addition a current Characteristics
Report (CG-2746) must be on file in the Director's
Office.




ELITE FLEET

As previously memtioned the ELITE FLEET of the
Auxiliary will be Operational Facility. This Facility
examination is to be performed in the same manner
as that of a standard facility. The additional Opera-
tional equipment required is as follows:

1. Radio-telephone with NS Call Sign. (This re-
quirement may be waived by the Director on certain
class A and class 1 - open construction- boats which
operate solely on confined inland waters.)

2. Towing bridle and line of size commensurate
with intended operations.

3. , Hand lead line or fathometer.

4. Fenders of suitable size and of number equal to
one fender per 10 feet of boat.

5. Ring Buoy - Minimum size 18 inches fitted with
50 feet of % inch polypropelene line.

6. Searchlite - Fixed or portable with %2 mile range.
7. National Ensign.

8. Auxiliary Ensign.

9. Aircraft Identification (Triangular International
orange panel which can be purchased from
DSO-MAT))

The district deadline for facility inspection (stan-
dard and operational is 1 July of the current year.

Failure to have a facility inspected prior to this date
will result ithe member‘s record being changed to
indicate that he is a non-facility owning member, If
for any reason the member is unable to obtain an
annual facility inspection, he should request a waiver
of this requirement prior to the district deadline date
from the Director via his Flotilla Commander. Acc-
eptable reasons for waiver of facility inspection or
examination are contained in Chapter I, Part 11 of
CG-305.

CHART CORRECTION PROGRAM SEMINAR

A seminar on our Chart Correction Program will be
held at the USCG Base, Gloucester City, N.J. on
Thursday 7 May 1970 at 2000. Charles D. Alden,
Special Projects Officer, in charge of this program will
acquaint our members with the purpose, goals and
how to accomplish them.

Flotilla and Division Membership Training and
Operations Officers are invited. This is a new program
for us so give it your support. We would like to have a
record number of changes we can forward to USC &

GS.

SAFETY LIMERICK. \

From the brain, if any, of PDCO Roland Birnn, 7th
District, who suggests it might be reproduced on a
card and handed, without comment, to operators of
boats with passengers on an unguarded bow deck.

THERE WAS A YOUNG FELLA NAMED BECK
WHO RODE ON AN OUTBOARD’S DECK
TILL ONE DAY HE SLIPPED

AND THE PROPELLER CLIPPED

THE SPINE FROM THE BACK OF HIS NECK.

A CME OF NOAH’S ARK

Once upon a time a Coast Guard Auxiliarist
dreamed he was over in Egypt gunk-holing around on
the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. He was obviously a
Courtesy Motorboat Examiner as he was dressed in
working khaki, wearing soft-soled shoes, and carried a
clipboard stuffed with CG-2901, CG-2746, CG-3594,
and his Bible the CE handbook.

Since he had only the few decals that came with his
kit and knew from past experience. that more decals
would be hard to come by, he decided he would limit
his examinations to unusual home-made boats, to

whose owners he might pass along some ot his sate
boating knowledge.

Now Noah, who was over 600 years old, had just
returned from a cruise of 150 days, was beat and had
just about had it, so he retired to his tent, took off
his clothes, and like most skippers after a trying trip,
took a few fast belts from the bottle. There is little
wonder that he was pooped, and he never figured he
would live for another 350 years.

Our examiner was delighted when he came around
the bend, as low and behold here was a vessel he
would like to check. It can be noted that the CE’s
boat was too small for future retirement years and he
was interested in seeing larger vessels and to find out
how the other fellow does it. Cubits-wide. Our ex-
aminer wrangled an invitation to go aboard with such
complimentary remarks as “She is a fine looking
boat”, “That gopher wood really holds up”, and
“You must have worked hard smearing the inside and
out with pitch™,

Being a competent examiner and having attended
the latest seminar, he knew the first thing to do was
to take a look at the papers for the craft. But this
examination was taking place B.C. and what better

authority could there be than the “ok” of the Lord.

It was easy to determine that Noah was not a mem-
ber of the Auxiliary so this would be a Courtesy
Motorboat Examination rather than an inspection of
a facility; and since this big boat had not been in-
spected by the Coast Guard for legal requirements,
the CE would have to check her for both the legal
and auxiliary requirements,

Our CE knew he should only examine privately
owned pleasure boats of 65 feet or less. He assumed
Noah’s Ark was privately owned and was used for
pleasure but he forgot that her length of 300 cubits,
by Egyptian computation, was over 500 feet!

Since the ark was not equipped with a Detroit-de-
signed air polluter, there was no backfire flame con-
trol to check. Ventilation was a problem to ponder; a
stinking situation since there was only one window
and one door. From appearance she could not qualify
as an open boat, but then there were no fuel tank
compartments. Legally she was built before April 25,
1940, but would she conform to the standards of
CG-395?

Consulting his Examiners Handbook, our boy dis-
covered there is no mention of bells for craft over 65
feet; only to boats of Class 2 and Class 3. He did
conclude that since there were seven people aboard
and apparently no bunks, that there should be an
approved lifesaving device for each person; but then
are these life saving devices, whistle, and bell really
necessary when you have religion and the man “up-
stairs” is keeping watch?

Fire extinguishers had not been invented; besides
Noah must have had at least one two-way cedar
bucket aboard, and how could a water-soaked boat
that just came through 40 days and 40 nights of rain

catch fire?

With day and night cruising, Noah should have navi-
gation lights to meet the legal and auxiliary require-
ments, however, it is obvious he could have cared less.
Our CE decided to take this problem up later with CE
Officers, through parallel staffing, naturally.

Noah had no need for an anchor, and our examiner
could lose sleep trying to come up with the proper
recommendation. He knew there must be at least one
anchor and line of suitable size for the area in which
the boat operates; and in this case, the craft was used
in water that covered the mountain tops by 22 feet!

Why should there be distress flares on this boat?
Who would be looking? The Coast Guard hadn’t been
invented yet, and besides, there was always the pair
of doves to send out.

The general condition of the Ark must have been a
mess considering all those animals, however, struc-
turally she had to be in pretty good condition, con-
cluded our examiner, as he knew she was designed by
the Lord and built by a man with over 500 years
experience.

Needless to say, our CE withheld the Courtesy de-
cal and gave Noah a completed form CG-2901.

To any CE who can mail me 12 reasons why the
decal was withheld, I'll send a letter recommending
him as a qualified examer of Arks.

Earl C. Snyder,
128 Manor Avenue,
Millersville, Pennsylvania 17551

QUESTION: [ have heard that American eels have
107 ribs and European eels have 114 ribs, but that
both spawn in roughly the same area of the Sargasso
Sea. Is this true? Where can I find out more about
these eels?

ANSWER: The American eel and the European eel
both belong to the family Anguillidae, a small group
of fewer than a dozen species that spend their adult
lives in fresh waters and return to the sea to spawn
and die. Most of the species occur in the area from
Japan to Indonesia and all are of economic
importance. The spawning grounds of these eels are in
deep waters close to the islands that the adults in-
habit. The European eel, however, crosses the At-
lantic to spawn in a rather well-defined area in the
Sargasso Sea. The American eel’s spawning grounds
are not nearly so well known, and it is by no means
definite that they spawn in the same area as the
European eel. It is likely that their spawning grounds
are much farther south. More information about eels
may be found in the book The Eels, by Leon Bertin,
a French ichthyologist who specialized in the study
of these fish. This book is a translation of an earlier
French edition and should be available in the larger
book stores and libraries.













